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ABSTRACT

Diabetes mellitus has become an epidemic in thtediStates with about 1 million people over agel2@nosed
with the condition each year. About 17 million pegpor 6 percent of the U.S. population, have diabeanellitus,

a disease in which the body doesn't produce oreplpmse insulin, a hormone produced in the parscthat converts
sugar into energy.

Diabetes, the sixth leading cause of death inlthited States, can cause serious health complimsoch as
blindness, kidney failure, nerve damage and the f@elower-extremity amputations. In addition, lodes is a major risk
factor for cardiovascular disease, dramaticallygasing the risk for heart disease and stroke.
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